BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
and around London. The government has its centre
in London, and the City of London is the heart of
British economic activity.
The greater part of those industries which would
keep the fighting forces supplied in the event of war lie
in the southern section of Great Britain, or, to describe
it more accurately, in a broad belt stretching from the
south-west to the north-east of the country. At no
point is it more than between 260 and 290 miles away
from the shores of Europe proper, i.e., it could be
reached by hostile bombing planes with the greatest of
ease.
There is another reason why Great Britain's island
position is particularly disadvantageous to her as far
as air attack is concerned. Hostile bombing planes
would approach her vital centres over the sea and their
approach would therefore be more difficult to detect.
Hostile bombing squadrons would always be over their
objectives within a very short time after crossing the
coast.
Thus the advantages enjoyed by Great Britain from
her island situation are reduced by the existence of the
modem air arm, whilst on the other hand the strategic
disadvantages of dependence upon imports from abroad
are increased for the same reason. Formerly that
naval superiority which protected Great Britain from
invasion was sufficient to guard and keep open her
seaways, but to-day more is necessary. Enemy action
by means of submarines and mines has received a
powerful ally in the modern air arm.